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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for a data center to process usage data of a value 
dispensing device comprising: 

receiving a first audit record from the value dispensing device, the first audit 
record generated by the value dispensing device at a start of an audit period, the first 
audit record including a value of at least one register maintained by the value 
dispensing device at the start of the audit period and a first digital signature; 

receiving a second audit record from the value dispensing device, the second 
audit record generated by the value dispensing device at an end of the audit period, the 
second audit record including a value of the at least one register maintained by the 
value dispensing device at the end of the audit period and a second digital signature; 

receiving usage data from the value dispensing device for the audit period; 

determining thatv eftfwg the first and second digital signatures verify ; 

if th e first and second d i g i t al s i gnatur e s v e rify, determining a difference between 
the value of the at least one register at the end of the audit period and the start of the 
audit period; 

comparing the determined difference with corresponding data provided in the 
usage data; and 

if the determined difference correlates with the corresponding data provided in 
the usage data, generating a usage report for the value dispensing system based on the 
usage data. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the first and second audit 
records each include a respective time stamp, and the method further comprises: 

determining i f v e rifv i ng the time stamp in the first audit record corresponds to the 
start of the audit period; and 

determining i f v e r i fving the time stamp in the second audit record corresponds to 
the end of the audit period. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, further comprising: 

indicating an error in the processing of the usage data when one of the time 
stamp in the first audit record or the second audit record does not correspond. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the time stamp includes a date and a 
time. 

16-17. (Cancelled). 

18. (Original) The method according to claim 12, wherein the first audit record is 
received before the end of the audit period. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, further comprising: 

storing the first audit record; and 

retrieving the stored first audit record when the second audit record is received. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the at least one register value in the 
first and second audit records includes a plurality of register values. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the at least one register value in the 
first and second audit records includes an ascending register value. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the at least one register value in the 
first and second audit records includes a total piece count register value. 
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23. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the first and second digital signatures 
are verified utilizing a public key. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein one of the first and second digital 
signatures does not verify, the method further comprises: 

indicating an error in the processing of the usage data. 

25. (Currently Amended) A data center to process usage data comprising: 

an interface circuit to receive a first audit record, a second audit record and 
usage data from a value dispensing device, the first audit record generated by the value 
dispensing device at a start of an audit period, the first audit record including a value of 
at least one register maintained by the value dispensing device at the start of the audit 
period and a first digital signature, the second audit record generated by the value 
dispensing device at an end of the audit period, the second audit record including a 
value of the at least one register at the end of the audit period and a second digital 
signature; and 

a controller m e ans for process i ng th e first audit r e cor d , th e s e cond aud i t record 
and th e usag e d a t a , th e m e ans for process i ng the f i rst audit r e cord, th e second aud i t 
r eco rd a nd th e usag e data be i ng coupled to the interface circuit and configured tor-foe 
proc e ss i ng i nc ludin g (i) verify verify i ng the first and second digital signatures, (ii) 
determine determin i ng a difference between the value of the at least one register at the 
end of the audit period and the start of the audit period if the first and second digital 
signatures verify, (iii) compare comparing the determined difference with corresponding 
data provide in the usage data, and (iv) generate generating a usage report for the value 
dispensing device based on the usage data if the determined difference correlates with 
the corresponding data provided in the usage data. 

26. (Currently Amended) The data center of claim 25, wherein the first and second 
audit records each include a respective time stamp, and the controller is further 
configured to procoss i ng furth e r i nc l ud e s : 
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determine if ve ri fy in g the time stamp in the first audit record corresponds to the 
start of the audit period; and 

determine i f v eri fy i ng the time stamp in the second audit record corresponds to 
the end of the audit period. 

27. (Currently Amended) The data center of claim 26, wherein the controller is further 
configured to p roc e ss i ng furth e r i nclud e s : 

indicate indicat i ng an error in the processing of the usage data if one of the time 
stamp in the first audit record or the second audit record does not correspond. 

28. (Cancelled). 

29. (Currently Amended) The data center of claim 25, wherein the first audit record is 
received before the end of the audit period, and the data center further comprises: 

a memory for storing the first audit record; and 

wherein the controller is th e proc e ssing further includes re tr ie v i ng configured to 
retrieve the stored first audit record when the second audit record is received. 

30. (Original) The data center of claim 25, wherein the at least one register value 
in the first and second audit records includes an ascending register value. 

31. (Original) The data center of claim 25, wherein the at least one register value 
in the first and second audit records includes a total piece count register value. 

32. (Original) The data center of claim 25, wherein the first and second digital 
signatures are verified utilizing a public key. 

33-41. (Canceled). 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12, wherein the value dispensing 
device is a postage meter. 

43. (Previously Presented) The data center of claim 25, wherein the value dispensing 
device is a postage meter. 
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